
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 
 

 

Dear parents and guardians, 

 

It’s been a quiet start at Ledyard High School…and, yes, just typing those words makes me want 

to knock on wood, cross all my fingers and toes, and put my pajamas on inside out…or is that the snow 

day summoning ritual? All of these jinxing (or un-jinxing?) rituals blend together. Maybe that’s because 

wishful thinking is not, in fact, the bringer of snow days or smooth starts. It seems to me that smooth 

starts are the result of purposeful planning, our investment in education, and the cultivation of a positive 

school community. 

I have been so pleased by endless evidence of that positive school community this fall. It all 

started at new student orientation near the end of August. Usually, our National Honor Society seniors 

help us out as guides and mentors at the event – and they did, by the dozen, thanks to the organization 

skills of senior Erin Tolles! – but we were also joined by a number of sophomores and juniors who 

reached out directly to me that week, asking to assist, wanting to help show our new students what a 

special place this is. And our new students themselves were unfailingly polite and attentive, setting the 

tone for the year before it even began. Several of our new freshmen really distinguished themselves to 

me that day with their attention to others and to our school. 

Later that week, the Colonel marching band put on a public preview of their field show. It was 

good then, even better at our first two home football games. It’s a tribute to our new director of 

instrumental music, Mr. Zach Thomas, that he was able to put together an action-packed band camp and 

lively field show just 11 days after being hired, and it’s a tribute to our drum majors (senior Lizzie Jantzi 

and junior Morgan Lee) and symphonic band members that they have not just risen to a challenge but 

positively shone as their passion for making music together finds an outlet. If you’re not already 

following @MrThomasLHSBand where the excitement is evident, it might be the best thing you could 

do today. 

Over the past month, as the school year has clicked into gear, evidence of positivity is all around 

me. I got to see video of Chamber Choir singing our National Anthem at Fenway Park; I’ve seen clubs 

double in size or grow into existence to serve the interests of students; I saw classmates genuinely 

celebrate the success of senior Tajeah Winston, a Martin Luther King scholar; I watched our girls’ 

soccer team pay tribute to a teammate they lost; I’m following Twitter threads of teachers celebrating 

students and supporting one another; I witnessed senior Ally Tran turn in $125 she found on the floor 

(don’t get any ideas; the owner has been found); I welcomed scores of interested, engaged parents on 

Back to School Night; the list could go on for days, but the point is really this: a quiet start should not be 

confused with a boring start. Rather, a quiet start is like a new engine…everything is running just as it 

should be. 

Thank you for all that you have done and all that you will do to help us keep it that way. 
 

Respectfully, 

 
Amanda O. Fagan 

Principal, Ledyard High School  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October 1, 2019 to January 31, 2020 

 

 

October 

2  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

4  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

7  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm  LHS Library 

8 & 9  Balfour taking orders for Class Rings       during lunches 

9  COLLEGE FAIR   6:30 – 8 pm LHS Cafeteria 

11  Senior Portraits    2 – 8 pm  Ag-Sci Library 

14  NO SCHOOL   (Columbus Day) 

15  NO SCHOOL   (Professional Development) 

16  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

17  NHS Coffee House   7 pm  LHS Cafeteria  

19  Homecoming Dance   6:30 – 9:30 pm LHS Cafeteria 

21  I.D. Picture MAKEUPS 

21  Senior Portraits    2 – 8 pm  Ag-Sci Library 

22  Financial Aid Night   6:30 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

24  Meet the Choir    7:30 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

26  A.C.T.s   at LHS 

30  P.S.A.T.s   at LHS (No Seniors) 

31  Red Cross Blood Drive    7:30 – 12 pm LHS Practice Gym 
 

November 

2  S.A.T.s at LHS 

4  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm  LHS Library 

5  NO SCHOOL   (Professional Development) 

6  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

7   Ag-Sci Open House   6 – 8 pm   

13  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 dismissal) 

13  PARENT CONFERENCES     12:30 – 2:30 & 5 – 7:00 pm  

20  Winter Sports Night   5:30 pm  Gymnasium 

20  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

25  National Honor Society Induction  7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

21-23    Fall Musical (INTO THE WOODS) 7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

27-29  NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Holidays) 
 

December 

2  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm  LHS Library  

3  National Art Honor Society Induction 6 pm  LHS Library 

4  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

5  NHS Coffee House   7 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

9  Senior Portraits    2 – 8 pm  Ag Sci Library  

13  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) District Professional Development 

13 & 14  Holiday Concert    7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

18  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

23-31  NO SCHOOL    (Winter Break)     
 

January 2020 

1-3  NO SCHOOL (Winter Break) 

1  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

15  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

17  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

17  Band Concert    7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

20  NO SCHOOL (Martin Luther King Day) 

21-24  MID-YR EXAMS   DISMISSAL AT 11:00 
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LLLEEEDDDYYYAAARRRDDD   AAATTTHHHLLLEEETTTIIICCCSSS   
 

 
 

Ledyard High School Athletics is off to another great start in 2019. We have 245 students participating 

in the following fall sports: boys’ soccer, girls’ soccer, football, boys’ cross-country, girls’ cross-

country, volleyball, girls’ swimming and cheerleading. Please take some time to get out and support our 

outstanding fall student-athletes as the regular has kicked into full gear and conference and state 

competition will soon be upon us. Athletic schedules can be found on ww2.ledyard.net/athletics, 

eccathletics.org/ledyard and our mobile application. To download the mobile application, go to your 

Apple app store or Google play store and search “Ledyard Colonels Athletics”. You will have access to 

up to the minute schedules, rosters, directions to opponent sites and the opportunity to vote for the 

Ledyard HS Athlete of the Week!  You can also view athletic schedules, results and other information 

by following the twitter feed @ledyardsports. Stay updated, stay involved, and get out and support our 

fall athletic teams.  If you are planning for the winter athletic season, we will hold Winter Sports Night 

on Wednesday November 20 at 6:00pm in Judy Standish Gymnasium. All students interested in 

participating in a winter sport must attend the meeting with a parent or guardian. All registration and 

payments for athletics are completed on-line at Family ID. The site will be open for Winter Sports on 

October 15. If you have any questions in regards to the Ledyard athletic program, please contact LHS 

Athletic Director Jim Buonocore at 860-464-9600 ext. 2123 or jbuonocore@ledyard.net. GO 

COLONELS! 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE NEWS 
 

 

Senior Meetings –Counselors are currently conducting senior meetings. These 

meetings are important for the review of college/career plans for next year. 

STUDENTS:  Please be sure to schedule a follow-up meeting with your counselor as 

soon as your materials are ready to be submitted and remember to adhere to all 

deadlines to assist us in making your college application process a smooth one. Please 

visit the Guidance Department webpage’s “senior” tab. Here you will find all of the 

paperwork from our senior meetings plus a great deal more useful information. 

http://ledyardlhs.ss7.sharpschool.com/guidance/seniors  
 

*****FOLLOW US on TWITTER @LedyardGuidance 

********* 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

PSAT: Test Date Wednesday Oct. 30 administered to grades 10 and 11 at LHS at no 

cost.  

 

SAT: Test Date Nov. 2 administered at LHS. Regular registration deadline is Oct 3 and 

late   registration deadline is Oct. 22.  

 Test Date Dec. 7 administered at area high schools. Regular registration deadline is 

Nov. 8.  

  

Students must register online at www.sat.org  

 

ACT: Test Date Oct. 26 administered at LHS. Regular registration deadline is Sept. 20. 

 Students must register online at www.actstudent.org   

 

COLLEGE FAIR:  Wednesday, October 9 at 6:30pm in the LHS cafeteria. Over 120 

University, College and Trade School representatives will be present.  

 

FINANCIAL AID NIGHT:  Tuesday, October 22 at 6:30 pm at LHS. A guest speaker 

from a college financial aid office will be presenting a program on FAFSA, CSS profile 

and all information pertaining to college funding. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://ledyardlhs.ss7.sharpschool.com/guidance/seniors
http://www.sat.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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AP 2020 CRITICAL UPDATE 

 

The CollegeBoard has instituted a new AP registration/ordering process beginning with the 2019-2020 school 

year, for the May 2020 exam administration and beyond.   Per CollegeBoard policy, exam registration/ordering 

will now be held in the fall of each school year.   While the fee of $94.00 per exam remains the same for this year, 

the procedure and timeline have changed.   Your student will commit to taking their respective AP exam(s) by 

November 1, 2019.   This commitment includes payment made to LHS and turned into the Guidance Office by 

2:30 on Friday November 1, 2019.    

 

Key information about the new registration process: 

 

 All AP students will use their CollegeBoard username and password to log into myap.collegeboard.org 

(**Students who already have a College Board account should make sure they know their existing user 

name and password and DO NOT create a new account).    

 After signing in, students will see their personalized MyAP homepage.  Teachers will give students a 

class specific join code for each of their AP classes.  Students will enter them to be enrolled in the 

course(s).  This also facilitates order identification and submission and allows students to access AP 

Classroom online coursework. 

 Once your student has enrolled in AP course(s) through CollegeBoard using the provided join code(s), 

they will automatically be designated as taking the AP exam for their specific course(s), in May.   If 

they decide to not participate in the exam administration, your student will need to let their school 

counselor know by November 1st.   If they choose to take the exam, they must submit payment to the 

Guidance Office by November 1st.   As in previous years, there will be course specific payment forms 

given to each AP teacher to distribute to their students.  Students will need to submit this form along with 

payment to Guidance.  A separate registration form and check are required for each exam.  Checks should 

be made payable to ‘Ledyard High School’, with the name of the test written in to the memo line. 

 Exam fees and fee reductions have not changed for the 2019-20 school year, however AP has instituted 

two new fees – one for late registration and the other for cancelling the exam after it has been ordered.  If 

your family meets certain income guidelines, you may be eligible for a fee reduction.  See your AP 

teacher or Mrs. Toppa/Mrs. Duczynski for more details.   

 
Type Description Cost Per Exam 

On time registration Exam ordered by 11/1/19 $94.00 

Late registration Exam ordered after 11/1/19 $94.00 plus $40.00 late fee 

Unused/cancelled exam Exam cancelled or not taken by the student after 

order has been submitted 

$40.00 

 

Listed below are the day, date, and time for the most popular AP exams at Ledyard High School.  Other exams may be 

administered upon request.   Testing locations, permitted materials, and other details will be announced in May. 

 

SCHEDULE 

EXAM   DAY   DATE    TIME   
Calculus AB   Tuesday   May 5, 2020   8:00 AM 

Physics 2  Wednesday   May 6, 2020   12:00 PM 

Chemistry  Thursday  May 7, 2020   8:00 AM 

Physics 1  Thursday   May 7, 2020   12:00 PM 

United States History Friday    May 8, 2020   8:00 AM 

Biology   Monday   May 11, 2020   8:00 AM 

Environmental Sci. Monday   May 11, 2020   12:00 PM 

Spanish Language Tuesday   May 12, 2020   8:00 AM 

Psychology  Tuesday   May 12, 2020   12:00 PM 

English Language Wednesday  May 13, 2020   8:00 AM 

Computer Sci Princ. Friday   May 15, 2020   8:00 AM 

Statistics  Friday   May 15, 2020   12:00PM 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call Mrs. Toppa at 464-9600 x2711 or Mrs. Duczynski at 464-9600 

x2710.  You can also reach us by email at ctoppa@ledyard.net or bduczynski@ledyard.net     

mailto:ctoppa@ledyard.net
mailto:bduczynski@ledyard.net
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Youth Alive Bible Club 
The 2019-2020 school year has the Youth Alive Bible Club off & running as we were 

represented by members Michael Ortiz & Rachael Herrick at the “Back to School” Night on 
September 12th.  Thank   you Michael & Rachael.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our other events in September include our yearly "See You At The Pole" prayer which is both a 
National & Global event on Wednesday, September 25th from 7:00 am - 7:25 am at the LHS Flagpole 
in front. Anyone is welcome to join us. 
 
Also, our semi-annual Bake Sale Fundraiser will be on Saturday, September 28th, 2019 at Village 
Market in Ledyard Center on Rte. 117 from 10 am - 1 pm. Come support our club as we use these 
funds for many outreaches throughout the year:  
 
Cookies 3/ $1.00    Cupcakes/ Muffins $1.00 ea. Brownies 2/ $1.00 
Donations accepted! Thank you for your support! 
 
Our October events will be our "Socktober" collection of warm, new socks for men & women to be 
distributed to the homeless. We will raffle off a $25 Dunkin Gift Card- 1 ticket for each pair of NEW 
warm socks! The date is TBA! 
 
Also, be looking for our "Fill-A-Backpack" School Supplies Drive which will be happening during both 
Lunch waves throughout Spirit Week, Wed., Oct. 16-Fri., Oct.18th, 2019. Earn points for your class for 
school supplies donated. All collections go to United Way of SE CT. 
 
More events will be happening in November & December - Ring the Bell, Operation Christmas Child, 
Holiday Card signing for our Military! Specific dates are TBA. Youth Alive meets during Activity Periods 
in room 306.  
 
Before school meetings will be announced soon! All are welcome! Come and be a part of our active 
club! 
 
See Mrs. Yano in room 308 for more details.  
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 National Honor Society               

 

 This September NHS has been planning many upcoming 

projects. We have this years first coffee house October 17th from 7 to 

9pm. Our tutoring program is also up an running, Emma Terry runs this by pairing 

students looking for tutoring with a NHS member who is a good fit for the students 

needs. We are also looking forward to upcoming projects. The NHS induction for new 

inductees will be run by Karissa Paul and Erin Tolles. The first meeting for eligible 

applicants is September 25th where they will learn about NHS and what they need to do 

to apply. We are also close to the food drive, which will be run by Riley Vaudrey. We 

will collect food from all of the advisories to donate for Thanksgiving. Then once winter 

arrives, we have the toy drive which will be run by Katey Truncale and a new inductee. 

We’re all excited for this new year of NHS and can’t wait to welcome the new inductees. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                          
FREE Homecoming Dresses Available 

 
Why waste your money on a dress?????  You can pick from many 
stylish, designer dresses in the LHS Prom Closet that would be 
amazing to wear to Homecoming.  Stop by Mrs. Finnegan's room 
(113) and reserve your dress today!!! 
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